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CHICAGO FORCE FOOTBALL

Katie Romano:
Overcoming
the odds
By Ross Forman

	
Her size alone is an obstacle.

At 5’2” and 125 pounds, Katie Romano is the 
smallest player on the Chicago Force, perhaps 
the whole Independent Women’s Football League 
(IWFL).

But that’s hardly an issue to this 24-year-old 
who graduated from Bartlett High School in 
2004 and still lives in the western suburb. She 
is, you see, in her first season with the Force, 
although a few years ago she had a stint with 
the DC Divas in our nation’s capital, when the 
Divas won the league championship.

That was when and where she attended Gallau-
det University, the school she graduated from in 
2009. Gallaudet is one of the top schools in lib-
eral education and career development for deaf 
and hard-of-hearing undergraduate students.

Yes, Romano is deaf.
“I love football; it’s my passion. I love chal-

lenges and physical sports. Since I don’t have 
a job [right now], I’m considering football as 
my job,” said Romano, who played four years 
of soccer in high school and four more years in 
college. “I joined [the] Divas football team in 
2006, but stopped because I was in college. So, 
after I graduated and came back home, I just 
missed football a lot. I love the feeling of wear-
ing [a] helmet and pads. I love hitting too.

“I’m proud to represent the Chicago Force; this 
team is very addicted.”

Romano, who sees action on offense, defense 
and special teams, admits she was nervous when 
she joined the Force this season—mostly be-
cause she did not have an interpreter.

“But I was fine after [a] few practices because 

my team made me feel like part of family right 
away,” she said.

Now, she has an interpreter who stands right 
alongside the Force coaches.

“Each [preseason] practice, one by one, play-
ers came to me and introduced themselves until 
we had [a] scrimmage game and then a post-
scrimmage party; that’s when I felt more part 
of the team because hanging out with the team 
off the field helps to get to know the players 
on the team,” said Romano, who was born deaf. 
“I get along with everyone on the team pretty 
easily. Cassie [Cattouse] and I are closer be-
cause we hang out often and we carpool all the 
time.” [Cattouse is hearing, but learning sign 
language—and Romano is her teacher.]

Romano, a lesbian who said she is now dating, 
said she always is nervous on game day. How-
ever, it’s an excited nervousness.

The team has created football signs for the 
plays to aide Romano.

“It’s tough when the ball is up in the air be-
hind my back and everyone is yelling, ‘Pass, 
pass, pass,’” she said. “I can’t hear, so I have to 
read the wide receiver’s eyes and body if the ball 
is coming or not, and I have to react fast when 
I see the ball.”

Clearly, Romano is a role-model for the deaf 
community—and beyond. What may seem im-
possible, isn’t—as she can attest.

So it’s no wonder she dreams big on the foot-
ball field.

“I really want to be like Devon Hester [of the 
Chicago Bears]—to catch the kickoff and return 
it for a touchdown,” she said.

A little more Katie Romano…
—Favorite pro sport: Football
—Favorite pro team: Chicago Bears
—Favorite pro athlete: Devon Hester
—Favorite movie: Avatar 
—Favorite TV show: “I don’t watch TV any-

more.”
—It’s a fact: A member on USA Deaf National 

Women soccer team since 2004, and she at-
tended the Deaflympic in Melbourne, Australia, 
(2005) and Taipei, Taiwan (2009). “We won gold 
medals both years and I’m planning to go for 
third gold in Athens, Greece, in 2013.” 

—On the 2010 Chicago Force: “We have re-
ally good team and everyone is young and fun.”

—Quote: “It doesn’t matter being deaf or not, 
don’t let anyone or anything stop your dream or 
passion of doing something.”

—Goals: “My goal for the team is to keep driv-
ing all the way to the championship together 
as one. Personally, I want to serve in Peace 
Corps, so right now I’m in [the] process with 
the nomination for position as special educa-
tion [teacher] in Africa. I have accomplished 
so many things, but I’m never satisfied because 
there are countless things out there I can do, so 
I’m living up my life as much I can everyday and 
seek for more challenges.”

The Force’s final regular-season game is 
June 5 at the Kansas City Tribe.

GAY GAMES: VOLLEYBALL

Talking with
Andy Burke
By Ross Forman

	
Andy Burke gives credit to his older sister, Jo-
anna, for his passion for volleyball.

She was, you see, the main player in the fam-
ily and he often was a practice partner for her 

while growing up.
“I really idolized my sister when she played,” 

said Burke, now 28. “I have to thank her,” for 
his love of volleyball.

That’s indoor, outdoor and of course the beach 
version as well.

He is now the competitive volleyballer; she is 
now a stay-at-home mom, though she does still 
play at times.

Burke, who ran cross country and played bas-
ketball at Sycamore High School, now lives in 
Lake View and is a healthcare consultant for 
Tennessee-based ProClaim.

“I’m a natural athlete. Plus, I’m 6’5,” and 
height certainly helps in volleyball, and I really 
love team sports,” said Burke who graduated 
from high school in 2000 and the University of 
Illinois in 2004.

Burke—who ran the Chicago Marathon in 2006 
and 2007, and is training for this October’s 26.2-
mile event—will be in Cologne, Germany, in July 
for Gay Games VIII. He is part of the 10-member 
Chicago Defiance indoor volleyball team that 
also features Scott Parachek, Tony Akers, William 
Boulware and Brian Elizondo, among others. The 
team also features a player from Philadelphia 
and one from Hawaii.

“I think this team can [win] a medal. We have 
a solid team, so hopefully things will come to-
gether for us,” said Burke, making his debut 
in the quadrennial Games. “I’ve heard the Gay 
Games is an amazing experience, so I can’t wait 
to see the sights and sounds, and getting to 
meet people from all over the world, with so 
many different backgrounds all coming together 
around sports will be great.”

Nervous?
“No; I’m just energized to go. It will be a 

great time to just have fun,” Burke said. “The 
guys who I’m going with … that’s who will make 
the trip. It’s just a fun group who I love to be 
around.”

Burke also has never been to Germany, and 
naturally is excited for the sight-seeing.

Burke, like the rest of his Defiance teammates, 
plays volleyball year-round. He is a middle hitter 
who also can play outside hitter. 

So yes, he will be spiking the competition in 
Cologne.

Burke admits one of his on-court strengths is, 
“my ability to put the ball down.”

More about Andy Burke:
—Favorite sports (beside volleyball): Base-

ball and college basketball
—Cubs or White Sox? Cubs. “I’ve lived by 

Wrigley Field for four years and I go to a lot of 
games. You can hear Take Me Out To The Ball-
game [from my home.]”

—Favorite Cubs: Ryan Dempster, Derrek Lee 
and Alfonso Soriano

—Favorite TV shows: Law & Order: SVU and 
The Biggest Loser

—Favorite movies: Forrest Gump and Shaw-
shank Redemption

—Hobbies: “Anything active; I love being 
outside. I love going to the beach in the sum-
mer.”

—Favorite local bar: Sidetrack. “My best 
friend works there.”

—Status: Single, “and always looking for a 
quality man, [which is] hard work.”

13.1 Marathon
June 13

The half-marathon event known as 13.1 Mara-
thon® Chicago will take place Sunday, June 13.

The 13.1 Marathon® Chicago starts and fin-
ishes at the Historic South Shore Cultural Center 
(SSCC) on Chicago’s South Side. There will be 
10 water and Gatorade stations along the course 
and at the start/finish.

The race is part of a series of 13.1 Marathon 
events that will take place in cities such as Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.; Minneapolis, Minn.; and Bos-
ton. See www.131marathon.com.
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About the Gay & Lesbian Community SurveyTM: Tremendous strides toward full equality have been achieved by
our communities over the past decade. There’s Power in Our Pride. Power to make a difference!

Please participate in the largest
Gay & Lesbian Community Survey
in history, and help demonstrate
the growing Power in Our Pride. 

Everyone who completes the survey by June 30, 2010 will
be entered into a drawing to win one of 20 Amazon.com
credits for $25, or the Grand Prize of a $500 Visa gift card! 

Please take the survey between May 15 and June 30, 2010, and tell your friends!

www.LGBTsurvey.com
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in Our Pride.
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• Gay and lesbian survey studies have opened doors (and minds) in leading corporations and organizations, which in turn have 
recognized the value of their LGBT employees through the establishment of equal hiring policies and domestic partner 
benefits. This has been a catalyst, leading to sweeping changes in political and social inclusivity.

• Demographic reports also influence marketing investment. Virtually absent until recently, we now see a growing variety of 
products and services represented in gay media, celebrating our diversity. Ads keep LGBT publications and websites 
in business, serving their communities with independent news and information. 

• Beyond simply advertising, though, these companies support us in many ways, including sponsoring community events 
and funding community-based charities in order to earn our loyalty. 

• Taking an annual pulse on market trends through surveys helps demonstrate the LGBT community’s growing power, and 
influences positive change.

We respect your privacy. All personal survey data is held securely by Community Marketing, Inc., a gay-owned and operated,
independent market research and communications firm based in San Francisco, and will not be sold to third parties or
used for marketing purposes. CMI was founded in 1992 and is proudly NGLCC-Certified. Thank you!

Gay & Lesbian Community Survey and Gay & Lesbian Consumer Index are trademarks of Community Marketing, Inc.

Our 2009 survey had over 30,000 participants from 25+ countries!
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